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Washington State Coalition Against
Domestic Violence

Member Programs
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75+ Members
39 state-contracted sheltering
programs
1/3 Culturally Specific or Tribal
Rural maiorityv
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Housing Is a right.

Housing FIRST, not
Housing READY

No barriers for housing
access

Tailored, voluntary
services
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HOUSING FIRST:

HE APPROACH

DVHF supports
survivors and their
children to rapidly
access new housing,
or retain their current
housing, while
maintaining safety
and stability.




DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HOUSING FIRST (DVHF)
IISTORY

DVHF Launches Cohort | (4 programs) established

Due to success of Cohort |, DVHF expands to Findings emerge suggesting that DVHF is @
include 9 more programs (Cohort Il) successful approach for safety and stability

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation invites WSCADYV to coordinate Phase Il 5-year demonstration project

Demonstration evaluation and findings publications  Findings continue to show DVHF as a successful approach alongside
commenced throuah Michigan State Universit benefits for children, survivor mental health, and more.




14 YEARS OF PILOTING, DEMONSTRATING, AND EVALUATING

Demonstration Sites

14.  LifeWire Bellevue [x:;ro County

15. i ing C

16. Yakima YV

17. Lighthouse Sunn) :
18.  New Hope Moses Lake, Grant Comm




SURVIVOR-CENTERED
AND DRIVEN ADVOCACY

e “What do you need?” . Focused on the survivor,

instead of “Here’s what not the program

LS L n Orientation to the “whole
e Meet where it is safe and ;

: . person

convenient for survivors.
 Survivors lead the -  Validation and

process and choose acceptance

Ll el . Strengths-based

Action Oriented




Culturally Specific Housing Needs




TRAUMA-INFORMED APPROACH

Emphasis on
safety with
awareness of
potential
triggers

Trauma
awdareness -
relationships

are key

Power
sharing,
choice, and
survivor
control

Strengths-
based




COMMUNITY
OR
MOBILE
ADVOCACY




COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT:
IT'S ALL ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS!

Advocates reach out to landlords, law

enforcement, housing/homeless providers, and

employment programs, encouraging them to
support survivors.




RESTORING CONNECTION

Abusive people isolate survivors to gain
control. Re-connecting to community is vitall

A survivor to
heal from Connection
trauma and ~ to resources
for children to and
relationships

Restoration of
sociql

network ouUild

resiliency




Funds are free to be used in whatever way will best
help survivors retain housing: Rent and utilities, as

well as costs like child care, transportation, and
employee uniforms.




WHY
FLEXIBLE
FUNDING?

Many survivors
can avoid
homelessness It
they have
access to
immediate
funds, coupled
with housing
advocacy and
support.

Evaluations
Nave shown
that direct funds
to those In need
NAave
immediate and
long-term
positive
Impacts.




CORE COMPONENTS OF
FLEXIBLE FUNDING PROGRAMS
FOR SURVIVORS

Low Barrier Access

Survivor-Driven Advocacy

Flexibility

Swift Dissemination of Funds



DV HOUSING FIRST = - ,
EVIDENCE-BASED Rng,?t; C,
PRACTICE :

Results Across 24 Months

Compared to survivors who received SAU,

at 6-months, 12-months, 18-months and 24-months, The DVHE model was

survivors who received the DVHF model reported: : SR
equally effective

Q regardless of race
N (comparing BIPOC with

white survivors), ethnicity
greater lower lower higher (com pa r‘ing Latinx with non-
hﬂLlEa‘_i[1g domestic depression, children's pro- Latinx survivors), or
stability violence* anxiety, PTSD social behavior R L
rural/urban location of DV

. : ; . 2 ; : agency.
*Domestic Violence includes physical, emotional, sexual, economic abuse, EETeY

stalking, and use of children as an abuse tactic.

*SAU: Services as Usual



Culturally-Responsive and Inclusive
Services’ Impact on DVHF

Improvement at Improvement at Improvement at

6 and 12 Months 6 Months Only 12 Months Only
Hous_,l_ng Domestic violence Financial strain
stability

Child behavior problems Child prosocial behaviors

In other words, culturally-responsive services
improved survivor’s lives!



STUDY SUMMARY OF FLEXIBLE FUNDING OVER
TIME

First six 45% of survivors received flexible funding; average amount $1,949
months * 24% toward rent; great deal of flexibility in spending

A ekt 13% received; average = $3,170  (45% for rent)

9% received; average = $3,151 (43% for rent)

5% received; average =$2,040 (61% forrent)




KEY FINDINGS FROM LONGITUDINAL STUDY

[Increosed housing stability }
Improved children’s prosocial behaviors

Those who received DVHF were more likely to move from experiencing “high
instability” to “doing better” than survivors who received SAU




LEARN MORE

DVHF
RESEARCH
RESULTS

TOOLKIT

WASHINGTON STATE COALITION

DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

H O U S I N G FI RST WSCADV.ORG/DVHF | 2023




ALLOWABILITY WITH VOCA

Nicky Gleason

Washington State VOCA Assistance
Administrator



WASHINGTON STATE'S APPROACH

» Some victim service providers in Washington State have “Rent Assistance
Programs” specifically

» Typically limited time competitive projects

» Most WA state providers incorporate rent assistance/housing assistance into other
work

» Typically done through the provision of flexible funding, also known as
emergency financial assistance



FLEXIBLE FUNDING

» Washington State requires any organization that wishes to provide flexible funding
as part of their grant to create and submit a procedure for doing so, then to
follow that procedure.

» We do not typically pre-approve specific costs, other than general guidance
about allowabillity



WHAT CAN VOCA FUNDz?

Direct services to victims of crime means efforts that:
1. Respond to the emotional, psychological, or physical needs of crime victims;
Assist victims to stabilize their lives after victimization;

Assist victims to understand and participate in the criminal justice system; or

=

Restore a measure of security and safety for the victim.

Assorted caveats also apply — VOCA is "“a payer of last resort” etc. ||||||
|



WHAT CAN'T VOCA FUND?

No VOCA funds may be used to fund or support the following:

—
.

Lobbying

Research and studies

Active investigation or prosecution of criminal activities
Fundraising

Capital expenses

Crime victims compensation

Medical care (except in very specific circumstances)

© N O O »~ W b

Salaries and expenses of management (unless specifically allowed)



CAN VOCA PAY FOR ITe

If it IS one of these And it is NOT one of these
1. Respond to the emotional, 1. Lobbying
psychological, or physical needs of 2 Research and studies
crime victims; L L :
3. Active investigation or prosecution of
2. Assist victims to stabilize their lives after criminal activities
victimization; 4. Fundraising
3. Assist victims to understand and 5. Capital expenses
participate in the criminal justice 6. Crime victims compensation
System; or 7. Medical care (exceptin very specific
4. Restore a measure of security and circumstances) |
safety for the victim. 8. Salaries and expenses of |||||||

management (unless specifically
allowed) I|||||||
Al



WHAT'S THE LIMITe

» Washington State encourages each subrecipient to allocate their resources
appropriate to the needs they've identified

» Some providers allocate large portions of their budgets to flexible funding

» No arbitrary caps on amount at state level



AUDIT RESULTS

» Washington State has undergone a variety of state and federal audits, including
Office of Inspector General

» None of our flexible funding costs were flagged as ‘questioned costs’
» No concerns about our flexible funding policies or procedures

» *Different auditors may have different opinions
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