Crime Victims Fund
Talking Points

The Crime Victims Fund
· Congress created the Crime Victims Fund (CVF) through the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 to fund state victim assistance programs. The CVF is financed through fines, settlements, bonds, and other monetary penalties associated with federal criminal prosecutions, not taxpayer dollars.
· These vital resources support thousands of victim assistance programs and an average of 3.7 million victims of all crime types annually throughout the United States.
The Problem
· Deposits into the Crime Victims Fund are historically low. We need a stable and guaranteed funding source and cannot sustain adequate services on unpredictable revenues. While deposits into the CVF fluctuate annually depending on the cases prosecuted by the Department of Justice, the CVF has drastically declined in recent years. 
· Since enacting the Victims of Crime Act in 1984 (to FY 2023), 65% of all money deposited has come from 80 large cases, representing only 0.032% of all federal offenders ordered to pay federal fines. 
· At current funding levels (and with the projection of future levels), victim service providers cannot meet the needs of our communities, and services to crime victims are delayed and significantly reduced. Across the nation, direct service providers are eliminating counseling and children’s programs, closing domestic violence shelters, closing satellite offices in rural communities, reducing services by more than 50%, and numerous service providers are closing their doors entirely.  Failing to provide funding for response and support services after the most traumatic events of people’s lives is harmful to crime victims and communities. 
· Input state-specific VOCA impact (e.g. reduction percentage and effect on local communities). 
The Solution
1. The Crime Victims Fund Stabilization Act directly addresses this problem by redirecting funds collected through the False Claims Act (FCA) into the CVF through FY2030.
The FCA authorizes the federal government to hold entities liable for knowingly defrauding government agencies for up to three times the damages. Over the past two fiscal years, settlements and judgments under the FCA have totaled nearly $5 billion. The FCA requires that a portion of the damages collected first be repaid to the defrauded government agency and relevant whistleblowers; however, the leftover funds remain unobligated. 
The Crime Victims Fund Stabilization Act of 2025 explicitly provides that whistleblowers and
federal agencies are paid first. Only the money left over after other preexisting obligations are satisfied is deposited into the CVF.

This change sunsets after five years, which will allow Congress to assess its impact and
conduct oversight before renewing it.


